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Minutes 

of the Royal Burgh of St Andrews Community Council 
held in the Burgh Chambers, St. Andrews Town Hall                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Monday 11 May 2026 at 7.00pm 

 

Members are respectfully reminded of the requirement to declare an interest in accordance 

with section 9.8 of the Fife Council Community Council Scheme. 

Members are also respectfully asked to raise outstanding matters with Fife Councillors in 

advance of the meeting where possible. 

 

Martin Passmore (Chair) welcomed everyone. 

                                                                                                           . 

O.  Membership 

No conflicts of interest were reported.  

O.1 Kenny Macdonald has resigned.   

 

1. Sederunt and apologies 

1.1 The following Councillors attended: 

Martin Passmore, Isabel Corbin, Neil Cunningham Dobson, Penelope Fraser, Judith Harding, 

Callum MacLeod, Marion Mason, Carol Scambler, David Strachan, Annie Wishart, Alice 

Hodges, Robert Moran, Greg Newman, Ian Muir 

1.2 The following Fife Councillors attended: 

Cllr Robin Lawson, Cllr Al Clark 

1.3. The following guests/temporary representatives attended: 

None 

1.4. Apologies were received from: 

Cllr Jane Ann Liston, Sandy Mitchell, Alison Stephenson, Lesley Caldwell. (St. Andrews 

University), Christine Randall-Klee (SALT) Mike Reid, Fergal Cochrane, Patrick Marks 

 

2. Draft Minutes 

• The January 2026, February 2026 and March 2026 Minutes were approved en bloc.  

Proposer Marion Mason, Seconder Annie Marie Wishart 

• Draft minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held on Monday, 6th April 2026 for approval. 

Propose Marion Mason, seconder Greg Newman 

• AGM minutes needs names of proposers and seconders. Chair Martin Passmore 

proposed by Penelope Fraser, seconded by Alice Hodges.  Secretary Alison Stevenson 

Proposed by Marion Mason, seconded by Izzy Corbin. Treasurer Marion Mason Proposed by 

Greg Newman, seconded by Alison Livingston 

 

3. Matters Arising 

None 
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4.  Fife Councillors Business 

Councillor Robin Lawson – report circulated.  He, and subsequent discussion, informed the 

meeting that; 

• the University Court is to be restructured.  This reduces local St Andrews representation. 

• The third term ballot for BID (Business Improvement District St Andrews) will occur in 

July 2026.  There are 200 business members in BID but smaller businesses below a 

certain ratable value do not get a vote 

• Devolved parking budget for NE Fife is £20,000.00 but over the last 3 years this has not 

been spent.  There is a lack of a strategic plan for parking in St Andrews.  RBSTACC 

would be keen to be consulted and included in the development of such a plan 

• Road markings and signage in the area need to be maintained 

• Build-outs in South Street are to go ahead to spend the £1/2 million Travel Active 

Budget with many potential problems including design consistency; lack of 

enforcement; absence of licensing; cost of licensing and other matters 

• East Sands parking has had c. £8, 000.00 spent on a design study but this has not been 

circulated to anyone 

 

Councillor Al Clark reported the following: 

• Length of warranty on road repairs varies between contractors.  BEAR Scotland (an 

alliance of three organisations who, provide trunk road network management and 

maintenance solutions to Transport Scotland) suggest a 5-year warranty should be in 

place 

• Lade Braes re-surfacing is to start 

• Reports indicate that utility companies are leaving street lights on whilst waiting for 

spare parts 

• Dredging is to commence of the Craigton pond 

• Strathkinness is to have speed bumps and additional road parking lines installed 

 

Councillor Jane Ann Liston – had sent a report  

• Clarification that she received from the Court of the Lord Lyon that the RBSTACC coat of 

arms form was properly registered in 1978. 

• Lost CC archives: a former RBSTACC secretary has copies of all his archives from 1997-

2006 or thereabouts – contact pete@louisxiv.co.uk 

• Blocked Right of Way between Roundhill Road and Kilrymont Road with new Access 

Officer. This Right of Way, supposed to have been closed only to carry out Health & 

Safety work, has been obstructed for over 2 years. No news back from the Access Officer 

yet. 

• Community Council  Facebook  page and website – for legacy planning, ensure that 

Community Council  has ownership rather than the developer, to avoid any difficulties 

such as were encountered previously. 

• Police – the monthly report to community councils is being discontinued, due to 

pressure on police resources. Instead, there will be a quarterly North East Fife police 

newsletter. However, it will not include the crime statistics we have seen hitherto 

 

Councillor Ann Verner – no report. 

 

5. Police Scotland 
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Two Community Police Constables attended. They answered questions about safety, road 

traffic issues including speeding and deterrents, drugs, domestic incidents, antisocial 

behaviours, rental scams, shoplifting, links with Neighbourhood Watch and Dundee Police.   

 

6.    Reports from Representatives 

6.1 Student Representatives.  - Alice Hodges and Robert Moran reported that breakfast 

packs are available for students especially prior to exams.  Lucy ??? will replace Zoe Bremner.  

There was concern in the meeting about student accommodation in St Andrews including 

the high cost of such.  It was opined that there should be a review of all student 

accommodation.  Perhaps Lesley Caldwell would be able to provide such information. This 

included the use of student accommodation despite being used as short-term lets which are 

exempt from Fife Council charges.  The absence of affordable housing on the Kilrymont site 

mainly for student accommodation/short term lets was noted. 

  

6.2 St. Andrews University – Lesley Caldwell – Report circulated.  

 

6.3 BID Representative. - Georgia Heggie. – no information. 

 

6.4 SALT Representative - Christine Randall-Klee - Report circulated. 

 

6.5 Representatives on other Bodies; 

 

6.5.1 SALT and St Andrews Community Trust update; Callum Macleod (as RBSTACC 

nominated member) has met with David Murray (past RBSTACC treasurer and chair of the St 

Andrews Community Trust).  David reported that he had emailed a report about potential 

changes in the Community Trust and St Andrews Links Trust to Penelope Fraser and had 

replied to Martin Passmore’s email - but neither had seen this correspondence.  Callum has 

asked for various papers from David including the report from 2024 but as yet has not 

received them. It was opined that SALT was unaware that RBStACC had not been informed 

and did not agree with proposed changes. 

Marion Mason has emailed David Murray and the full CT, enquiring as to when RBStACC is 

likely to receive its royalties and arrears, according to RBStACC calculations. A reply was 

received after the third, much firmer, email confirming receipt and that the queries about 

calculations are under review. This year’s payment will be made as soon as a (CT) technical 

banking issue has been resolved 

 

7. 50 years of Community Council project 

No report 

 

8. Change workshop 

Carol Scambler reported that various RBSTACC policies would be circulated as suggested 

during an earlier meeting with a change agent. 

 

9. Business Proposals 

The treasurer confirmed that there are sufficient monies available to fund the following 

business proposals, if agreed: 
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9.1 Purchase of a laptop for the treasurer at a total cost of £600 proposed by Ian Muir, 

seconded by Annie Wishart – approved. 

9.2 Donation of £100 to the City Park Craft Group towards the purchase of shelving for craft 

group, proposed by Annie Wishart, seconded by Neil Dobson – approved. 

9.3 Donation of £1750.00 to 5 local charities (The Castle Pool Project, Options in Life, 

University Campus Larder, TCCL St Andrews, and St Andrews foodbank) proposed by Greg 

Newman, seconded by Alice Hodges – approved.  

9.4 Increasing the annual donation to Storehouse by the Community council to £1500.00 

proposed by Neil Dobson, seconded by Izzy Corbin – approved. 

9.5 Shoolbraids community council consultation re playpark (the business proposal had been 

circulated but not received by a number of Councillors). Proposal for c.£55.00 for printing of 

local consultation questionnaire to obtain local opinion about a local playpark.  (£25,000 is 

available from Fife Council to construct a playpark). Proposed by Greg Newman, Seconded 

by Annie Wishart – approved. 

         

10. Committee Business   

 

10.1 Planning and Licensing Committee – Judith Harding raised the matter of short term lets 

and HMOs.  Parking regulations are advisory rather than mandatory. Martin Passmore had 

written about the buildouts in South Street and had received a disappointing email from Phil 

Clark, which needs a response. 

 

10.2 Community Engagement and Wellbeing Committee – no report 

There was no information as to who would be responsible for running the various 

competitions this year. 

 

10.3 Transport Committee – To be advised 

 

10..4 Common Good Committee – No meeting held and next meeting TBC. 

10.4.1 There was discussion about a curtilage application on the Scores which is on Common 

Good Land.  It was opined that an Environmental Impact Survey would be required. 

10.4.2 Common Good applications – It was noted that there is c. £95,000 available in the St 

Andrews Common Good fund 

10.4.2.1 Kell Gardens for wellbeing (at the back of StAndEN property) - £4404.03 (one year 

project. Proposer Greg Newman, seconder David Strachan. Voting = 5 for, 4 against 4 

abstain. Approved. 

10.4.2.2 Castle Sands Forever (Outdoor swimming pool) £10,000.00. Proposer Greg 

Newman, seconder Judith Haring.  Voting = 5 for, 1 against 6 abstain. Approved. 

 

11. Office bearers’ business 

 

11.1 Chair– Martin Passmore 

11.1.1 The Loches Alliance has requested a civic reception in the Town Hall for the French 

group from Loches in November 2026.  This would be for c. 60 people. This was agreed. 

11.1.2 The Queens Gardens Episcopal church has requested a letter of support from 

RBSTACC in their efforts to raise £100,00 for the repair of the church. This was agreed. 

11.1.3 Martin Passmore and Lesley Caldwell had a recent meeting. 
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11.1.4 Martin Passmore had written to the Rector of Madras asking for potential senior 

pupils to attend the Community Council meetings as youth members. There has been no 

reply to date. 

11.1.5 Martin Passmore recorded that the RBSTACC house style would be in Calibri font. 

 

11.2 Secretary – Nothing to Report 

 

11.3 Treasurer. Marion Mason gave an update. A document had been distributed. There is 

£23,849.44 in three RBSTACC bank accounts. 

 

12. Any Other Business 

12.1 Greg Newman resigned as data protection officer. 

12.2 The importance of the organisation of the Civic reception, together with the associated 

competitions - garden + art club + photographic + putting - was highlighted as needing to be 

organised. 

 

Martin Passmore (Chair) thanked everyone for their input and attendance. 

 

13 Next Meeting on Monday 1 June 2026 starting at 6.15 pm to discuss various policy 

documents 

 

Items for the agenda of the next RBSTACC meeting in June 2026: 

• Affordable housing, short term lets and student accommodation 

• Community Trust update 

• Email management 

• Facebook and website management 

 

Action points: 

 

Item 4.1 
There is a lack of a strategic plan for parking in St 
Andrews 

Fife Councillors 

Item 7.1 Report on Coat of Arms Sandy Mitchell 

Item 10.1 
Martin Passmore had written about the buildouts 
in South Street and had received a disappointing 
email from Phil Clark - response needed 

Martin 
Passmore 

Items 10.2/12.2 
There was no information as to who would be 
responsible for running the various competitions 
this year 

Sandy Mitchell 

Item 11.1.4 
Senior pupils to attend the Community Council 
meetings as youth members - follow-up letter 
needed 

Martin 
Passmore 

 

 
 


